After the description of the research methods usually adopted in scientific disciplines and particularly in palaeography, some hypotheses on the influence of new technologies on human learning and some examples of the use of Web technologies in manuscript cataloguing are proposed.
Common features of palaeographic research methods Common features of palaeographic research methods
Various methods are used at different extents when researchers are involved in manuscripts' studies: qualitative or quantitative methods and global or analytic methods are perhaps the main ways they can adopt to obtain new knowledge.
Together with the knowledge methods used by researchers it is important to remember here two specific features of their work.
• the former one is mostly due to the way manuscripts have to be analysed; every researcher has in fact to study personally manuscripts in archives or libraries and compare the ideas emerging from collected data with other scholars' hypotheses in different times (a manuscript is a unique book also when there are different copies of it and it can be very difficult to get in touch with it)
• the latter feature is strictly related to the material until now adopted by scholars to share the results of their work with the scientific community: the catalogue. It is the result of a really difficult task, which requires a deep competence in a lot of fields, from philology to history, from the history of art to palaeography, from literature to library science. 
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